IQ                  The Facts About Shakespeare

Shakespeare lived peaceably in the heyday of this
change, nearly of an age with Sidney, Raleigh, Spenser,
Bacon, Marlowe. Like Marlowe in the soliloquies of
Barabbas and Faust, he recognized the new possibilities
that the age opened through money or ideas. He made
much out of the commercial prosperity of the day,
gained such profits as were possible from his profession,
raised his estate, and acquired wealth. He gave his
mind not to any cause or party but to the study of men.
The drunkards of the London inn, the yokels of War-
wickshire, and the finest gentlewomen of the land alike
came under the scrutiny of the creator of Falstaff,
Dogberry, and Rosalind. And like his great contem-
poraries, he triumphed over incongruities, for he trans-
lated his studies of the human mind into verse of
immortal beauty that yet delighted the public stage
which was located halfway between the bear dens and
the brothels.